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Marine Lance Corporal Michael J. Williams of Phoenix, Arizona was
killed in the line of duty while serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

A native of Arizona, Michael Williams operated a successful flooring
business in Phoenix until he left his business to join the Marine Corps
following the September 11" terrorist attacks. At thirty-one years of age,
Lance Corporal Williams was a decade older than most of his peers who
affectionately called him “Pops” or “Omar,” short for “0ld HMan River.” He
served as a forward observer who carried a 60 mm mortar on his back for the
1" Battalion, 2" Marine Regiment, 2* Marine Expeditionary Brigade in Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina. Engaged since January to his long-time friend
Heather Strange, Lance Corporal Williams was tragically killed in action in
an ambush on the outskirts of Al Nasiriyah on March 23, 2003.

It is important and fitting that we commemorate the contributions of
our citizens who bravely serve this nation and the profound sacrifice of
those who offer their lives in our service. The courageous life and ultimate

sacrifice of Lance Corporal Williams take a rightful place among the other
true heroes of our great nation.
Therefore

Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of Arizona, the House of
Representatives concurring:

That the Members of the Forty-sixth Legislature express regret at the
untimely passing of Marine Lance Corporal ‘Michael J. Williams and express
their sincere sorrow to his fiancée and his surviving family members.

PASSED BY THE HOUSE MAY 15, 2003.

P, BY THE SENATE MAY 15, 2003.
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